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Chief, Current Support Staff, 01 R 30 July 1958 

TOR 1 s Chief, Industrial Hrisitn, 053? 

Chief, Guided Kiss Has Branch, b/l 

Moscow Missile Defense stem Goes On An Alert 


1, Since as asrly rs lij July, unprecedented activity h -a 
occurred at site 3 on the Moscow Missile defense ring. Altho igh 
we estiaate that tie Meet ov system has been operations! sine i 
the end of 1956, repeater; observations heretofore have cone! ftent 
failed to reveal more thrn a ?er Trdssll.ee on a site at a glv ?n 
tine. However, or lit July, two sites south of Mbseow were 
observed with a Ml lent! of what is now believed to have be ;n 
missiles • On 23 July Western attaches observed a site south jest 
of Moscow with missiles no all pads. Then, on 2? July two sites 
were observed northwest < f Moscow with objects seer on the pids 
at one of these sites. It is not clear fro* the report what ler 
the other site var devoid of mi on lies or was just rot close 
enough for observation, but in ®y case this latest report raises 
the possibility that not all the ring sites are loaded. 

2. In view c f these observations, it appears that the 
Nbecow defense system is on a continuing sir defense alert e tatus 
which may have barn proatited by the Mid-East crisis* Observation 
of at least one of the a >cve si tee as recently as late June 
revealed no Hissil.ee on he pads or activity at tnt site. 

Although the exact time of the Hi July sighting is not yet known, 
it is noteworthy that this obse rvation waa made on the day the 
coup in Iraq occurred tint was prior to Hie landing of Hie Marines 
in Lebanon. 
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